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Ott the Education of Children. 



EQot, 



second Mvement a small coin, of 
apparent! v* less value, and much 
smaller titan a fan lung, was found ; 
on this coin'," William Smith, of Bel- 
fast, lfjyj," *as stamped. Perhaps 
some of your correspondents could 
inform me, through the medium of 
the Magazine, -who ibis William 
Smith was, what was the value of 
the coin, were coins of greater va- 
lue issued by him, and what was' 
the motive that prompted him to is- 
sue them ? ; 

It has been, conjectured that the 
coin which was four ( id had been 
dropped previous to the burning of 
the town of Lisburn, formerly cal- 
led Lisnegarvah, in the year 1707. 
But this conjecture, like the most of 
the conjectures founded on tradition, 
piay be Without foundation. 

Inquires. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 



ON THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN. 

ALL unnecessary restraint in the 
management of children should 
be. .avoided, -and severity ought not 
to form any part of the disciplinary 
code. But there is a danger in 
avoiding one extreme, of running 
into the other. Children ought, not 
to be left to themselves, or suffered 
to follow their own caprices unre- 
strained. Such allowance would be 
to substitute inexperience for expe- 
rience, and thus reverse the order of 
nature. Children left to follow the 
Caprices of a wayward fancy, soon 
become troublesome to their parents, 
irksome to themselves, and disgust- 
ing .to a casual visitor or spectator; 
but these defects sink into compara- 
tively trivial importance, when we 
consider the dangers likely in luture 
life to arise from bad habits early 
formed. For the capricious neglect- 
ed child may in general be expedted. 
to retain the ill-formed habits of 



childhood, and the errors of early 
fife not unfrequently ripen- into the 
vices of more mature years. From 
these considerations, a great neces- 
sity appears to restrain the early sal- 
lies of impatience, and the first 
symptoms of petulance in children, 
and practically to teach 'them, that 
their wills are not to be.indulged, 
unless they are directed by pro- 
priety, and above all, to restrain 
the early whims 'of a childish ima- 
gination, which are so, liable to be- 
come confirmed into habits of per- 
verseness, and obstinate self will. 
In the seasons of ehildhoori and of 
youth, the passions are strong", and 
the judgment is weak. The steady, 
stayed judgment of a parent should 
be on the watch to supply the de- 
fect, as a faithful monitor, ami to 
act as jn the plate of a temporary 
conscience. Especial care ought to 
be taken to strengthen the judgment, 
and not, by a foolish compliance, 
assist the rule of ibe passions. Till 
self-government, founded on the 
basis of self-correction,- and self-dis- 
cipline, take place, pajreiital autho- 
rity is necessary to assist in giving 
the right direction tflilbe youthful 
mind ; and this parental cave should 
be incessantly vigilant. Not liu& 
afier the roost steady exertions of 
parental wakefulness, disappoint- 
ments will happen, and the breast 
of a parent may be most severely 
wounded by the frustrated hopes of 
a return correspondent with the care 
and anxiety exerted. Yet still" the 
consolation of having discharged an 
important duty; tends to restore that 
equanimity so often in danger of 
being disturbed by ihe failure of 
hopes in a quartor nearest to the 
best ft elings of the human heart. 

Parents ought never to relax for a 
moment in the exercise of their du- 
ties, or suffer indolence to draw 
them aside. "If they gain a tempor- 
ary respite from care, by wiuking 
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at those they may call the trifling 
follies of cnidren, they dearly pur- 
chase , present ease, at i he certain 
cost of much future pain. The ne- 
glect of education, and of that branch 
of it which constitutes the higher 
ami stid more important and deiicate 
duty of forming the minds and man- 
ners of children will form a debt, 
which, it neglected, and ever af- 
terwards paid, must be discharged 
at the highest rate of compound in- 
terest, and present ease will be too 
dearly purchased by future anxiety 
and "distress, often increasing with 
the years of their neglected charge. 
The discharge of parental duties 
should be unremitting, home pa- 
rents, to make up for a neglect at 
other times, when the effects of this 
neglect become more obvious before 
strangers, employ their time in 
scoldmg their children for impro- 
prieties before company. This is 
an error, and clearly shows thu the 
duty of watching over the children 
has' been neglected at t|ie suitable 
time. For this care, like the inter- 
nal works of a curious machine, 
should be incessantly :n action ; hut 
to preserve the mechanism in pro. 
per condition, it should be inclosed 
from view, silently operating to pro- 
duce the intended efh-ot. To use 
many efforts before company to 
keep chiluren in elite subordination, 
in ay be considered as a certain to- 
ken of the regular care having betn 
neglected, ami the clumsy toil in 
publicly winding up the machine, 
discovers the irregularity and defects 
of i he internal movements. 

Children should be early instruct- 
ed, hat their business in lite is a 
duty, and ihat neither young nor 
old are privileged to indulge in the 
gratifications of their own wills, un- 
sanctioned by the nictates of reason. 
On the pari both of parents and chil- 
dren, life is a liuty. In this way, 
it is right to instruct them early to 



become' reasonable creatures, and 
to know that the foundation of all 
moral discipline lies in due restraint. 
The more early they are brought to 
erect the standard of reason, and to 
bring their early propensities to be 
formed by it, the more likely they 
are to submit to its direction iri fu- 
ture life. But if they are suffered 
to go on carelessly, under the mis- 
taken notion, that childish errors 
are of little importance, and not 
likely to influence the future cha- 
racter, fatal mistakes may ensut*, 
not afterwards to be easily, if at all, 
retrieved, and the improperly indul- 
ged child often carries the wayward 
fancies through life, till they are 
cherished, so as to become sources 
of self-tormenting and of increased 
unhappiness in advancing years. 
Such are the effects of a neglect in 
the manner of training children even 
from their infancy, and parents, who 
are desirous to save themselves from 
future self-reproach, should early 
commence their care, and unceas- 
ingly and firmly persevere in the 
vigilant discharge of teaching " the 
young idea how to shoot,'-' and re- 
press all the luxuriances which would 
mar the prospect of fruit in future. 
A tree suffered to run wild, with its 
branches unpruned,, and its wiklness 
unrestrained, can never be expected 
to produce fruit of a del, cate flavour. 
So does culture operate on the hu- 
man mind. Parental care ought to. 
be exercised in restraining and cor- 
recting the exuberances, and in 
strengthening the good qualities of 
the youthful mind. K. 



To the Uraprittns of the Belfast Magazine. 



Gentlemen, 
'THOUGH 1 profess to be an advo- 
cate for liberality and toleration 
on religious subjects, and endeavour 
to conduct myself agreeably to such 



